
15th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 What were you doing forty-four years ago today?  Many of you weren’t even born!  

Forty-four years ago, I was recovering from my ordination to the priesthood (July 10, 1976) and 

my Mass of Thanksgiving the following day.  I was ordained by the uncle, my mother’s brother, 

in my home parish of St. Martin in Cascade.  The temperature was 95 degrees with no air 

conditioning!  I was one of 325 active priests.  Now there are around 70.  There is a real need.  

Young men, check out the priesthood! 

 As you may know, I retire in just two days.  I will be living with fourteen other priests at 

a place called Villa Raphael in Dubuque.  I will no longer have to eat alone! 

 The gospel parable about the sower and seed provides a good reflection for me on my 

years of active ministry in the priesthood.  I have tried to sow the seed, that is, I have sought to 

preach and teach the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

 My first assignment was as associate pastor of St. Joseph the Worker parish in Dubuque.  

I spent three years there learning about what a priest does and teaching religion daily in the 

parish grade school.  One person that I taught was Doug Valentine who is presently a member 

of this parish.   

 My second assignment was to Mason City where I was part of a “team ministry,” that is,  

part of a team of priests, sisters and lay people who ministered to the spiritual needs of the 

Catholics of that city.  My main job was teaching at Newman High School.  I learned to love 

teaching while I was in Dubuque.  I soon discovered, however, that high school teaching was 

much more challenging than grade school.  Newman was a small school where everyone knew 



each other.  I even helped coach the cross-country team since I was a runner in high school. It 

was an enjoyable experience. 

 I was transferred after only two years to teach at Wahlert High School in Dubuque.  

Wahlert had a student population of 1,700 in 1981 so it was a much different experience from 

Newman.  I taught five sections of senior religion.  All the religions teachers were priests and 

sisters, so I was part of a strong program. 

 After two years at Wahlert, I asked the Archbishop to send me away to graduate school 

at The Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C. where I eventually earned a 

doctorate degree in moral theology.  It was a great experience living in Washington.   

 I joined the faculty of Loras College in 1985.  I taught there for eighteen years.  One of 

my more popular courses was called “Christian Sexual Morality.”  One student who took the 

course was asked by a friend why he was taking the class. He said, “I know all about sex, but 

nothing about morality!”  I enjoyed my years at Loras.   However, I noticed that the students 

entering Loras were changing and not so much interested in learning but in getting a degree 

and getting a job.  So, I asked the Archbishop to move me in 2003.   

 I served one year as Director of St. Stephen the Witness Catholic Student Center at UNI 

and then eight years as pastor at St. Joseph the Worker parish in Dubuque and then another 

eight years here at St. E’s.  In both of my parishes I had great staffs and great parishioners. 

 I am retiring because I don’t have the energy to do the work necessary to be an effective 

pastor of a parish.  I will, however, be chaplain for the Sisters of the Presentation in Dubuque, 

the religious order that Sister Annette belongs to.  I don’t plan on having a boring retirement.  

Please keep me in your prayers. 


