
13th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 

 Which is more important to you: your country, your family or your religion?  When 

President John F. Kennedy, the first and last Catholic president of the United States, addressed 

a room full of noble prize winners in 1962 he said, “I think this is the most extraordinary 

collection of talent, of human knowledge, that has ever been gathered together at the White 

House, with the possible exception of when Thomas Jefferson dined alone.”   

The same Thomas Jefferson is said to have written most if not all of what we call The 

Declaration of Independence.  The Declaration was adopted by the Second Continental 

Congress on July 4, 1776.  July 4th is just a few days away.  I imagine that most of us take pride 

in being American?  I grew up in a small town in the 1950s that was filled with men who had 

served our country during the Second World War and the Korean Conflict.  Being patriotic was 

part of the culture. 

Family was also important in the 1950s.  My siblings and I generally hung out with my 

mother’s side of the family.   She had eight brothers and sisters so I had all kinds of cousins!  

Almost every day I interacted with members of my extended family.  I felt very close to my 

grandfather who lived to age 93 as well as to a couple of my aunts and uncles.   

In the 1950s my hometown was around 99.9% Catholic.  However, I knew the Methodist 

minister’s son and his family but that was about it for non-Catholics: all businesses except one 

gas station was closed on Sundays (It was left open for the sake of travelers.): and all the 

businesses closed-up on Good Friday between noon and three o’clock – the time Jesus spent 

dying on the cross.  I couldn’t help but become a priest in such a Catholic environment! 



I have spoken thus far about country, family and religion.  Again, the question is, which 

of the three is the most important to us?  The scripture readings today suggest that religion 

ought to be.  Do you agree? 

Take for example the second reading from St. Paul.  He more or less is talking about 

baptism as a second birth.  Through baptism we become children of God, or as Paul puts it, “live 

for God in Christ Jesus.”  While there are a variety of ways to become an American citizen no 

one suggests that becoming an American is like being born a second time.  Baptism seems to 

me to make more of a claim on us than citizenship. 

In the gospel reading Jesus tells us that we cannot love father or mother or son or 

daughter more than him.  In other words just as marriage requires husband and wife to put 

their relationship before that of their families of birth so too our relationship with Jesus comes 

before our relationship with family. 

Jesus is challenging us to do two things here:  First, to share his own passion for God.  

Second, to join him in creating a new type of family… a family united by the common desire to 

do God’s will. 

Country, family, religion… how important are each of them to us?  Which is the most 

important? 

 


