
 
 

Twelfth Sunday of Ordinary Time, 6-21-2020 

                            “Let your Faith be bigger than your Fear” by Deacon Frank Easton 

 
At the Linn County Jail, here in Cedar Rapids, there is an officer who has a big sign on their desk that 

says, “Let your Faith be bigger than your Fear.”  And if you ask about the sign, this officer kindly 

shares what a difference Jesus Christ has made. I don’t need to tell you, with everything that has been 

going on in our world and country these days, there are many opportunities for us to become fearful.  

Our world is indeed in great need of our sharing, our witnessing the Good News of Jesus! 

 

It has only been three weeks since our parish finished the seven week message series on witnessing. 

Each week, Fr. Mark preached about one of seven simple habits that can help us share our faith with 

others. Every one of us is capable of doing these simple habits.   

So, have we been intentional, have we been striving to become better witnesses or are we allowing 

our fear to quiet us? 

 

Jesus made it very clear in Matthew’s gospel today, that we are not to be afraid!  We are not to be 

afraid to acknowledge Him before others. We are to proclaim His Good News from the housetops!   

Christian witnessing involves three things: our words, our heart and our actions. But sadly, we are 

often afraid to use words; we are afraid to verbalize our faith. Only 13 percent of us that go regularly to 

church will talk about our faith to others during the week. We are afraid to talk about Jesus outside of 

these church walls.  In an attempt to help us feel better about our fear of using words, we may have 

used or heard the statement, “Always preach the Gospel, and, if necessary, use words!”  Sadly this 

statement is often attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. But he did not make that statement, in fact he was 

a man of many words.  St. Francis was constantly witnessing through his words, heart and actions. 

 

What happens when we don’t use words?  What would happen if all of us parents decided that we 

didn’t need to be intentional in using words to tell our children about God, if we decided that being a 

kind and loving person was good enough? How would our children know that it is Jesus that motivates 

our kind and loving actions? How would they be able to pass on the Good News of Jesus to their 

children?  They couldn’t! In just one generation, the Gospel, the Good News of Jesus Christ would be 

lost.  Like it or not, words are indeed a critical part of witnessing.   

 

Let’s take a look at three excuses we often use for not talking to others about Jesus: 

1. I know the sinner that I am, I can’t talk to others about God. Knowing that we are sinners is 

exactly where we need to be in order to share Christ with others.  As we heard in our second reading, 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, we are all sinners.  All of us are in need of the saving power of Jesus.  

Because we know we are sinners, we are relatable as we humbly share. 

 



 

2. I don’t know my faith well enough; they may ask a difficult question.  You and I will never have 

all the answers.  As Fr. Mark has often shared, the more educated he has become, the more he 

realizes how much he doesn’t know. You want to stay away from the person that thinks they know it 

all.  If someone asks me a question that I can’t answer, I have no problem telling the person that I 

don’t know, but would be happy to try to find the answer.  

 

3. I have had a bad experience of others being too pushy with me when talking about God and I 

don’t want to do the same? Excellent!!  You are the perfect one to be talking to others about Jesus. 

Because of your negative experience you will be sensitive and not too pushy. 

 

You and I need to stop using excuses and start being the witnesses that God is calling us to be.  Many 

of you are already doing a great job of witnessing in your places of work.  I know a number of 

individuals, who work at Collins Aerospace, who have people stopping by their desk to ask for prayers 

because of their willingness to speak about their faith.  And in the medical field, I know nurses and 

doctors who stop and take the time to pray with and for their patients and co-workers, being a powerful 

witness to many. As we celebrate Father’s Day this weekend, it is a great opportunity for us, dads, to 

reflect on the importance of our witnessing to our children. 

  

Through Fresh Start Ministries, a local jail and prison ministry here in town, we have volunteers going 

into the Linn County Jail witnessing to inmates, sharing the scriptures with them, praying with and for 

them.  It is not uncommon for the inmates who join the prayer and Bible study to be made fun of and 

harassed by other inmates who want nothing to do with God.  It is also not uncommon to see those 

same inmates who were doing the harassing, to later ask to join the Bible study after witnessing how 

Jesus has transformed those inmates in the study. 

 

A couple months ago, there was a gentleman in the jail who had a severe case of stuttering.  It took 

him forever to say even one sentence.  Sadly, many would make fun of him and his stuttering. But this 

inmate, that I will call Ted, didn’t allow that to dampen his joy, the joy he was experiencing in coming to 

know of Jesus’ great love for him.  One evening at the end of a Bible study, they asked Ted to do the 

closing prayer. In his prayer, Ted prayed for some of the specific intentions of individuals in the group.  

During the middle of that night, one of the inmates woke up knowing that God had answered his 

prayer intention.  He was so excited that he jumped out of bed and woke Ted up to tell him the news.  

That same evening Ted was awakened two more times by two other inmates who also had their 

prayer intentions answered.  From then on, the group always asked Ted to do the closing prayer. 

You see, Jesus is not asking for eloquent words, he is asking for a heart that is willing to acknowledge 

Him with words and actions. Will you and I be intentional in becoming the witnesses that Jesus is 

calling us to become?  Will we let our Faith be bigger than our Fear?    


