
  

MAY 31 2020:  PENTECOST SUNDAY 
(READINGS FROM MASS DURING THE DAY) 

  

 

These are strange times we are living in.  Thankfully, you are joining us for Mass virtually today, 

but I can assure you, it still seems surreal to me that we are having Mass while our pews are 

empty. 

That said, it is a good thing that they are, because we want to keep people safe.  Love your 

neighbor and wear your mask, use your hand sanitizer and keep 6 feet between you and others.  

This will help us all stay safe and avoid the Coronavirus, a disease we all want to avoid. 

However, if you will allow me to speak in an ironic sense using the word “disease” as metaphor:  

are you aware that there is one disease that we all should want to get?  It is the “disease” of being 

a Christian.  I know, Christianity is not a “disease,” but work with me here. 

I heard a long time ago a saying about being a Christian that really struck me: 

“Sometimes people are inoculated with Christianity to the point that they fail to catch the 

disease.”  (Repeat). 

I believe what this is trying to say to us is that we can be so familiar with our faith, so accustom 

to hearing the Word of God and receiving the Sacraments, that we fail to be open to the 

commitment that God is calling us to.  We fail to respond; in that sense, we are merely 

inoculated. 

The question I have for all of us including myself to consider is, “Have we merely been 

inoculated with Christianity, or have we caught the disease?”  Are we totally “in”, or not? 

I believe the readings this Pentecost Sunday, while familiar, are truly profound.  Imagine for a 

moment that you and I are in the upper room with the remaining 11 apostles as we heard in our 

Gospel reading.  We are in the room out of fear.  We know Jesus hung on the cross and died, and 

now as his followers we are awaiting a similar fate to fall upon us.  However, we have heard that 

his grave is now empty, that Jesus has appeared to a few of his followers, and now we are 

wondering what is going on.  In just 3 days our world has been radically changed. 

But then, even though the doors are locked out of fear, Jesus appears before us and says, “Peace 

be with you.” 

Could our lives ever be the same? 

Then he breaths on us and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

Receive the third person of the Holy Trinity! 

Could our lives ever be the same?  How could they be? 

Days later you and I witness Jesus ascend into heaven.  We watch in awe as he goes. 

Could our lives ever be the same? 

Which brings us to our first reading today from the Book of the Acts of the Apostles.  Imagine we 

are again in the upper room with the apostles.  We have already seen the risen Lord, he has 



breathed on us for the reception of the Holy Spirit, we have seen him ascend to heaven, and if 

that wasn’t enough, now this happens to us: 

We experience a strong, driving wind enter the room.  We see tongues of fire descend and land 

on all those there, including you and me.  We are filled with the all-consuming power of the 

third person of the Trinity:  The Holy Spirit.  It is a wind will drive us in directions we would 

never have gone on our own, and it’s a fire that will burn in our hearts forever. 

Could you or I ever be the same?  Could anybody? 

Absolutely not. 

After that we watch as the apostles, led by Peter,  go out and proclaim to all those present 

outside that Jesus Christ was crucified for the sins of the world and he was raised from the dead 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father and that everyone should believe in him for the 

forgiveness of their sins.  Miraculously, all present hear this proclamation clearly in differing 

languages. 

Question:  Did these 11 apostles who were in the upper room out of fear just a few weeks ago 

have a life-changing experience? 

Answer:  You better believe it!  Except for St. John, all the other apostles in that upper room 

ultimately were martyred for their faith. 

Were they merely inoculated with Christianity… or did they have the disease?  Were they all in, 

or not? 

What about us?  When we hear these familiar words of scripture, are we hearing them and 

saying, “Yeah, yeah, yeah, we’ve heard it all before,”  or do we allow the accounts that we have 

heard throughout this Easter season transform our very lives?   

You and I are being called, like the apostles were, to bear witness to our faith in Jesus to a world 

that desperately needs to know him.   

With that in mind, I ask:  Have we just been inoculated with Christianity…  or have we caught 

the disease? 

Are we all in, or not? 


