
Holy Thursday 

 

 There are some comparisons in the news these days made between the Great 

Depression that began in 1929, the Great Recession that took place in 2008 and the present 

economic crisis brought on by the coronavirus.  In general, those who lived through the Great 

Depression learned not to take anything for granted but to see all that they had as gift.  This is 

contrary to many of us as we have lived through an expanding economy the past twelve years.   

We began to think that there are no economic limits.  But now we know differently.  Perhaps 

we will learn as our ancestors did before us not to take things for granted but to see all that we 

have as gift? 

 The idea of ACCEPTING all as gift is not limited to economics but is important in 

understanding our faith as well.  This is one of the insights found in our scripture readings this 

evening. 

 Take for example the first reading from the Old Testament Book of Exodus.  It is the 

story of the first Passover, that is, the story of God leading his people out of slavery to the 

Promised Land.  He does this through a series of plagues that he imposes upon Egypt.  In the 

last plague an angel of death PASSES OVER Egypt (hence the name, Passover) killing the first 

born male of both humans and animals except those in homes marked by the blood of the 

lambs that God told his people to slaughter and eat that evening.  As a result, Pharaoh, the king 

of Egypt, finally realizes that he is no match for the God of the Israel and sets them free.  The 

Chosen People ACCEPT this offer of freedom brought about by God’s love for them. 

 In the second reading St. Paul is passing on to the Christians at Corinth the words that 

Jesus used at the Last Supper when he instituted the Sacrament of the Eucharist.  Sometimes it 



is difficult for us to ACCEPT the fact that at the Last Supper, and at each celebration of the 

Eucharist, that Jesus gives us his very self: When he takes the bread he tells us, “This is my body 

that is for you.”  When he takes the cup of wine he tells us “This cup is the new covenant in my 

blood.”   

 I have never had any difficulty ACCEPTING in faith that the bread and wine become the 

body and blood of Christ during mass and that it is a foretaste of the eternal life promised us in 

heaven.  It seems like it is too good to be true, yet we literally have Jesus’ word on it.  We now 

find ourselves in a unique situation where most of us have to make a “spiritual communion” 

since we are not physically present at mass to receive communion. 

 St. John is the only Evangelist to write about the washing of feet at the Last Supper.  

While washing feet was a common practice in first century Palestine because of dusty roads 

and sandals, the washing was usually done by a slave or a woman when the guests first entered 

a home.  It was never done during the meal by the male host as in the case of Jesus at the Last 

Supper.   

 Peter found it difficult to ACCEPT Jesus in his role as servant – yet Jesus tells him that he 

will have nothing to do with him unless he does ACCEPT him in this way.  In ACCEPTING Jesus as 

a servant Peter is saying that he ACCEPTS being a servant as well. 

 The scripture readings on this Holy Thursday make it clear that our Christian faith is 

about ACCEPTING all as gift: ACCEPTING the salvation that is offered to us by God, ACCEPTING 

the bread of life as a guarantee of eternal life, ACCEPTING a life of service to others as modeled 

by Jesus to his disciples.  What does ACCEPTING look like for each of us? 

  



 

  

 

  


