
GOOD FRIDAY 
 

 One word that we don’t use very much in our vocabulary is that of atonement.  

Webster’s dictionary defines it as “reparation for an offense or injury.”  In other words, we 

recognize that we did something wrong and have to make up for it in some way.  For example, 

when I was growing up and said something mean to my twin sister my mother would tell me 

that I needed to apologize to her.  My apology was an act of atonement or reparation.  Have 

you ever done such a thing? 

 The scripture readings today give us two examples of what is called “vicarious 

atonement.”  The first example is found in the reading from the Prophet Isaiah.  There we 

encounter someone known as the suffering servant.  He recognizes that his people, that is, 

God’s Chosen People, have sinned and so he wants to make atonement for their sinfulness in a 

vicarious way by taking their sins upon himself.  That is, he offers up his own suffering for the 

sins of his people.  Isaiah puts it this way, “… it was our infirmities that he bore, our sufferings 

that he endured….”   

 The other example of vicarious atonement is Jesus.  Jesus’ suffering and death is 

understood in scripture as a vicarious atonement for the sin of the entire human race.  That is, 

his suffering and death are the means of reconciling the whole universe with God.  Until Jesus 

the whole human race, the whole universe was alienated from God because of the sin of Adam 

and Eve.  Jesus’ suffering and death brought an end to that alienation. 

 We can understand what the suffering servant and Jesus did in terms of atonement but 

also in terms of love.  The kind of love that Jesus commands – a love that responds to the needs 



of others.  We have examples of this kind of love in the “essential workers” in our country who 

risk their ow health and lives by providing services that keep us comfortable, healthy and alive.   

 When have we followed Jesus’ examples of vicarious atonement and a love that seeks to 

meet the needs of others? 

     

 


