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   Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Opinions.  These days everybody has them.  All I have to do is switch on the TV and go from news 

channel to news channel in the evening and can listen to what seems like all the opinions under the 

sun. 

Fr. Mark, I have opinions too, did you know that?  (Yes, Deacon Dennis, I did).  Like, a season that is 

about upon us is Lent.  I LOVE LENT!  Did you know that?  (No, I didn’t).  Yeah, the reason I love it is 

that it is a great time to focus on repentance and getting our lives right with the Lord.  But there is 

something I hate about Lent.  I hate fish!  So I came up with a great idea:  instead of fish on Fridays, 

I’m going to take my wife, Kim, out for lobster each Friday evening during Lent!  It is my opinion that 

going out for expensive lobster is in keeping with the law of the church during Lent:  that I should not 

eat meat on Fridays.  What do you think about that opinion? 

(Well Deacon Dennis, you might want to shift your attention from adhering to the letter of the law to 

the spirit of the law when it comes to eating fish on Fridays during Lent!) 

Oh, really…  so, no expensive lobster?  (Nope) Bummer! 

I have opinions.  You have opinions, too.  The question I have for all of us today is: 

When it comes to how we live, what comes first:  Yours opinions, my opinions, or God’s wisdom? 

In today’s first reading, written about 200 years before Christ, we hear the prophet Sirach confronting 

Jewish people that were known to be part of the diaspora, or those who were living at a distance from 

Jerusalem and influenced by religious teachings from people of other cultures, and in this case those 

who were Hellenists from Greece.  Apparently, the Jewish people there had accepted the opinion of 

the Hellenists, who were known to project some of the blame on their gods when bad things 

happened to them as a result of their own sinful actions. 

Sirach was confronting this opinion.  In this reading we hear a clear message that each person is 

responsible for their own actions when he wrote: 

“Before man are life and death, good and evil, whichever he chooses shall be given him.” 

In this verse, the responsibility for one’s own actions lies directly with the one committing the act.  It 

is not the responsibility of God. 

Sirach was letting his Jewish friends know that the Hellenists’ opinion didn’t count.  God’s wisdom did.   

Those threats to their faith life brought about by the Hellenist culture are found in our secular society 

here in the U.S, as well.  We need God’s wisdom, too. 

This brings us to the Gospel message from Matthew.  In it the apostles, as well as you and I are 

challenged by Jesus to rethink the value of our opinions in light of what Jesus was saying. 



The apostles, as well as you and I, may think the intent of the law, “Thou shalt not kill” to mean 

simply that one should not willfully take the life of an innocent human being.  While that is true, Jesus 

challenges all by saying that even if one is merely angry with one’s brother, they have violated the 

spirit of the law, as it was intended to be understood by God. 

The same is true with the law prohibiting the act of adultery.  Jesus emphasized the spirit of that law 

by saying that even if one looked to lust after another person, they had violated the law, as they had 

already committed adultery in their heart. 

You see, God’s focus is not simply on the letter of the law, but rather on the spirit of the law.  It is in 

the spirit of the law that we find God’s wisdom. 

What does all this mean to you and me?  If means that when we think of our own opinions, or merely 

listen to the opinions of others, like those shared on TV, we could be misled.  We need to remember 

the answer to today’s question: 

When it comes to how we live, what comes first:  Yours opinions, my opinions, or God’s wisdom? 

Whether it is for the Jews in the diaspora, the apostles in Jesus’ day, or you and me, the answer is 

simple:  God’s wisdom.   

May we have the humility to learn what God’s wisdom is, and the courage to make it the foundation 

of how we live our lives. 


